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Gail Greenberg, author of MitzvahChic, a book that debuts a

new high-style way to entertain that’s based on the BIG ideas of life like…embracing 
change, having dreams, being grateful, having courage and taking things to heart

· In the ‘80s, Martha Stewart introduced a new American style for entertaining. It was beautiful but it was still just style. Post 9/11, people want more than surface beauty. They want to touch what’s real. They want their values reflected in the way they entertain. They want to feel known in the world. People want their important celebrations to be moments of real connection to friends and family.


· Can you feel “connected” at a big formal party like a wedding or bar mitzvah? Interesting enough, we call a small party an “intimate gathering” because only at small parties – we thought – could hosts share enough of themselves with each guest to make it feel personal.  But, by creating parties that are about “who we are”, we can make events of any size feel intimate.


· Parties may seem trifling but the big ones matter in the sense that being asked affirms that you are important in the lives of the hosts and they are important to you. And being important to others helps us to know and feel that our lives have meaning.


· MitzvahChic shows – through very personal decorating, special party activities and other novel approaches – how to make any size party intimate. It’s specifically about bar/bat mitzvah planning but also debuts a new kind of American style that’s perfectly suited to any kind of important celebration. 


· Jewish parents planning a bar or bat mitzvah will find this book full of ideas that seem extraordinary because they are so relevant – in stark contrast to the movie, shopping, award show, sports and other popular bar/bat mitzvah party themes.


· People who just want to better learn to express their own uniqueness through the medium of the party will also find a lot to chew on – from tips on inspiring guests to put their own energy into making the party wonderful, to photos of party decor and novelties based on big ideas of life.


· This book takes that attitude that whether you are religious or not; planning a bar mitzvah or not, the Bible is an important work of philosophy that first articulated many of the most important human ideas we embrace. It describes a time in history when humans leapt forward in their development from primitive to philosophical beings. 


· People of any faith with an interest in Bible history or the Bible as literature will also find a highly readable summary of the first five books of the Bible with book and video suggestions that help bring the Bible to life. The book creates immediacy with Bible history with such features as a recipe for manna, a suggested playlist of freedom songs inspired by “Exodus” and activities that nod to events and concepts from the Old Testament.


· A Fun Fact – MitzvahChic has been endorsed by two people who normally would never appear in the same sentence together: film director Sam Raimi (“Spider-Man”, “A Simple Plan”) and Rabbi Harold Kushner, author of When Bad Things Happen to Good People.
